OWALL CLAMS OVERVIEW

QuALL CLAMS QOURT 1 A SPECIAL OOURT IN WHICH DISPUTES ARE RESOLVED QUICKLY. NEYPENGIVELY AND NFORMALLY QUALL CLAMS CAGES ARE CML
MATTERS WHERE THE PERSON IS ASKING FOR MONEY AS THE SOLUTION FOR THER PROBLEM, THE AMOUNT OF THE DISPUTE MUST BE NO MORE THAN
5000, THE PERSON WHO FLES THE LAVGUIT 1S CALLED THE PLANTIF. THE PERSON BENG SUED 1S CALLED THE DEFENDINT

THE GOALS OF QUICKLY SIVPLY AND NEYPENSIVALY RESOLVNG THE DISPUTE. REQURE DIFFERENT PROCEDURES THEN THOSE LSED I THE REGULAR COURT
PROCFSS. FOR EXAMPLE, THERE ARE NO ATTORMEYS ALLOWED. PARTIFS REPRESENT THEMSELVES AND ARGUE THER CASE BEFORE THE JDGE. THE JUDGE
\HO HEARS THE SVLL CLAS CAES MAY BE A COMMSSIONER (LKE A JUDGE BUT SOVEONE WHO 1S APPONTED NOT ELECTED) OR A JUDGE PRO TIM
(LAWER WHO HEARS: AND DECIDES CASFS). THE JUDGE ASKS THE PARTIES TO PRESENT THER SDE OF THE STORY USNG EVERYDAY LANGUAGE. AND NOT
(FGAL TERVS, THE JUDGE MAKES THE DECISION O ALL SWALL CLANG CASES. THERE ARE MO JLRES

EYAVPLES OF THE TYPES OF CML CASFS THAT COULD BE HEARD N SVALL CLANS OOURT INCLUDE:

- YOUR FORVER TENANT OMES YOU FOR DAVAGES TO YOUR RENTAL PROPERTY.

- YOUR NEIGHBOR DENTED YOUR CAR FENDER AND REFUSES TO PAY.

- YOU BOUGHT A NEW DIGITAL CAVERA THAT DOFSN'T WORK BUT THE STORE WONT FIX IT

- YOU LENT MONEY TO A FRIEND WHO REFUSES TO PAY YOU BACK.

- YOUR S LEAKED AND RUNED YOUR KITCHEN FLOOR AFTER JUST BENG REPARED BY THE PLUVMBER
- YOUR PANTER FNISHED OM.Y PART OF THE WWORK HE AGREED TO DO UDER THE CONTRACT

THERE ARE OTHER CML CASES THAT ARE NOT OONSDERED SVPLE DISPUTES DUE TO THE COMPLEXTTY THE AMOUNT OF NONEY IOLVED OR THE IMPOR-
TANCE OF THE ISSUES.  THESE WOULD NOT BE DECIDED IN SWALL CLAMS OOLRT

TO START A SVALL CLANS CASE THE PLAINTIFF MUST FLE A SPECIAL FORM GVEN TO HM OR HER BY THE CLERK'S OFFICE OF THE SUPFRIR COLRT. THE
PLANTIFF ALSO PAYS A FILNG FEE THAT HAS BEEN SET BY THE CALFORMIA LFGISLATURE. THE DEFENDANT IS NOTIFED OF THE CASE AGANST M. THE CASE
WILL BE HEARD IN A SHORT PERICD OF TIE, USUALLY NO MORE THAN LD DAYS FROM THE PAPERS BENG FILED. THIS GIVES THE PARTIES TME TO PREPARE

THER CASES BUT INGURES THEY DON HAVE TO WATT TOO LONG.

AT THE HEARNG, JUST LKE OTHER TRIALS, WTNESSES MAY TESTRY AND OTHER EVDENCE SUCH AS DOCUMENTS: AND PHOTOGRAPHS MAY BE PRESENTED,
THE JUDGE VAY MAKE A DECISION AT THE HEARNG OR MAY MAL T AFTERWARDS.  THE DECISION IS CALLED A JUDGVENT. F THE DEFENDANT LOSES THE
CASE, HE MAY FILE AN APPEAL, BUT THE PLANTIFF CAMOT



